Michigan
Session Descriptions 
Sharon Kardia, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Epidemiology, Director of the Public Health Genetics Program, Co-Director of the Life Sciences & Society Program, and Co-Director of the Center for Public Health and Community Genomics, University of Michigan School of Public Health

“The Human Genome”


Sharon Kardia will give a basic introduction of genomics and how it can impact health.  In addition, she will demonstrate how genes are linked to organs and body systems.  She will also describe how genes are affected by our environment. She will talk about how our environment is not just physical but also includes our behaviors and parts of our society that can cause stress.  She will include a discussion of how the combination of genes and environment can result in health disparities, and how increasing our knowledge of genomics can help us address those disparities.

Vence L. Bonham, J.D., Senior Advisor to the Director on Societal Implications of Genomics and Chief of the Education and Community Involvement Branch

 “Addressing Racial and Ethnic Health Disparities in the Genomic Era:  
Why We All Must Be Engaged”

Vence Bonham will speak about what we are learning about genetics and diversity and health disparities.  He will also talk about access to care and the importance of ensuring that communities of color are not left out.  He will address African Americans specifically as well as other communities of color.  He will bring up what has happened in the past with genomics in communities of color and talk about the future.

Georgia M. Dunston, Ph.D., Chair, Department of Microbiology / Founding Director, National Human Genome Center and Director, Molecular Genetics, NHGC, Howard University

 “Genomics, Spirituality and Religion”

Georgia Dunston will talk about how genomics is a science that can be linked to our mind as well as our body.  She will describe the way that our health is affected by physical, mental and spiritual factors, and how looking at genomics as both mind and body can help us reduce health disparities and achieve the goals of Healthy People 2010. She will discuss the ways genomics can affect faith and how faith can interact with genomics. 

Vence L. Bonham, J.D., Senior Advisor to the Director on Societal Implications of Genomics and Chief of the Education and Community Involvement Branch 

“Genetics, Diversity, Disparities and Forensics”

This will be a chance to discuss Vence Bonham’s earlier presentation about diversity, disparities and genetics and get your questions answered. This is a chance to get your voice heard about this important topic. 

Carla Easter, Ph.D., Education Specialist, Education and Community Involvement Branch 
 “Education in the Genomic Era: Emerging Careers and the Need for Diversity”

Come learn about the new exciting field of genomics and what careers are available. Carla Easter will talk about new education that is happening in genomics in some Flint high schools and other places. She will also talk about how to educate yourself in genomics if you are not in a formal class. 

Francis S. Collins, M.D. Ph.D., Director of the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) 
“Genomics, Medicine, and Society” 

Genomics has the potential to change how medicine is practiced in the United States.  It is exciting to look at the discoveries that occur in genomic research every day.  The work going on in genomic research today will affect all of us, and so it is important for us to have an understanding of how that research or future applications will affect us in the future.  It is also important to understand how past mistakes made in genetic research can inform the research projects of today and tomorrow.  Today we will look at some of the exciting happenings in genetic research, discuss some of the ethical, legal, and social implications of that research, and consider what needs to be done to ensure the results of genetic research can be applied to all.  
Pilar Ossorio, Ph.D., J.D., Associate Professor of Law and Medical Ethics

“Genomics and Race-based Medicine”


Certain medicines are currently being used among members of specific races. Pilar Ossorio will give examples of these types of medicines and talk about how these are different than personalized medicine. She will talk about how patients and communities can make sure that medicine is being personalized in a way that they want. There will then be a chance to discuss these topics with Pilar and other forum participants.

Debra Duquette, MS, CGC, Public Health Genomics Coordinator, MI Department of Community Health

“Family History and Chronic Disease”

This session will be about how family health histories can help us learn about people’s risk for chronic disease and how these histories can play a role in helping to prevent chronic disease. Three chronic diseases that will be talked about are cancer, diabetes and substance abuse but other diseases can be discussed if participants are interested.

Robert Burrell Sr., Pastor, Holy Ghost Church Ministries
Dr. Elliott, local spirituality leader 

Ernest J. Garrison, Pastor, Vernon Chapel A.M.E. Church, Flint, MI
Sharon Kardia, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Epidemiology, Director of the Public Health Genetics Program, Director of the Life Sciences & Society Program, and Co-Director of the Michigan Center for Genomics and Public Health, University of Michigan School of Public Health

Kent Key, local spirituality leader
“Discussion and Dialogue on Genomics, Spirituality and Religion”

This is a time to discuss what was learned in the breakout session by Georgia Dunston. It will be led by faith leaders from the Flint community. This is your chance to ask questions and raise topics relating to genetics, spirituality and religion.
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