General Information for Accessing Resource People in Your State

In planning events related to genomics issues, it often helps to have at least one resource person in the field that you can contact with questions and who can help you formulate your meeting agenda. Consulting with experts is essential to making sure that your event runs smoothly and that the information presented is accurate. 
Some places to check for experts on genomics and related issues: 

Local University or College: An academic institution is an excellent place to find experts on genetics and genomics, as well as on related ethical, legal, and social issues. Most colleges or universities have websites that list faculty and their professional interests and expertise. Try searching for a department of genetics or genomics. Additionally, if there is a school of public health or medical school affiliated with the university, it can be a great source for resource people.  Finally, if the school has a department of ethics or bioethics, there may be faculty or researchers present who are particularly interested in issues related to genomics. 
Hospitals or medical centers: Hospitals or medical centers often employ doctors or researchers that specialize in genomics medicine. These individuals often are listed on the hospital or medical center website. Additionally, these types of facilities may also have experts in ethics that have experience with issues related to genomics. 
Genetic counselors: Genetic counselors are specially trained to assist individuals in learning more about genetics and genomics and utilizing knowledge to make informed decisions about their health care. You can find a genetic counselor near you by searching the National Society of Genetic Counselors, Inc website at: http://www.nsgc.org/resourcelink.cfm
State health department: The health department in your state may have a division devoted solely to genetics or genomics, or at least employ experts in the field. These individuals may be experts in birth defects, policy, assessment, or other aspects of public health genomics. You can find your state’s genetic coordinator at: http://www.stategeneticscoordinators.org/members.htm 

NHGRI: The National Human Genome Research Institute has provided a list of experts who may be available to give talks on a variety of issues related to genomics via videoconferencing. 
In addition, it may be helpful to you to partner with other organizations who may be interested in promoting an event that aims to continue a community dialogue about genomics. Some organizations you may want to check out for contact people include: 
Genetic advocacy groups: In many states, there are several advocacy or support groups for genetics conditions. These may be local groups unique to that state or region, or local chapters of national groups such as the March of Dimes. 
Local health departments: Local health departments are often committed to working to improve community health from a variety of perspectives, and may be interested in participating in or promoting a local event.  Try contacting your county or city health department to see if they have any related initiatives.
