Examples of Events Related to Genomics
There are many types of events that you could plan to engage your community in a discussion about genomics and related issues. The following are examples of such events: 
Movie and discussion: There are several movies and documentaries related to genomics and related ethical, legal, and social issues that may be appropriate for showing at a community event. Often, a discussion following the movie can help make the issue relevant to the community and be a good forum to let individuals voice their opinions. GATTACA, for example, is a popular science fiction movie that brings to light issues of genetic discrimination as the result of genetic advances in technology. Several documentaries are also available about genomics. PBS NOVA Online has a series of videos about different genomics topics available at: http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/genome/program.html. Try searching online or asking at your local library or video store for additional movies about genomics.
Expert talk: A talk by a local or national expert followed by a question and answer or discussion section can be a great way to spark a community dialogue on genomics issues. Consult the list of tips for finding a resource person for ideas on how to find a local expert. Additionally, check out the list of NHGRI experts that are available to give talks via video conferencing. 
Roundtable discussion or town hall meeting: Depending on the size of the group you would like to attract, a roundtable discussion or town hall meeting format may be a way to engage your community members in a discussion on genetics. A roundtable discussion may be held for smaller groups, while a town hall meeting can be used for larger groups. A topic for discussion could be decided on ahead of time, and a facilitator could use a series of prompts to guide the discussion. Experts could be on hand to answer questions, and participants could be able to voice their views and opinions and get their questions answered. 
Book club/discussion: There are several books related to genomics that would be excellent starting points for discussions. Communities could be engaged to read whole books, or selected portions. An example of one such book is Abraham Lincoln’s DNA and Other Adventures in Genetics by Philip R. Reilly. A discussion or series of discussions related to issues raised in the books could then be held. 
Panel discussion: A panel of experts could be brought in to an event to provide commentary and answer questions on issues related to genomics that are of interest to a community. Consult the list of tips for finding a resource person for ideas on how to find local experts as well as the list of NHGRI experts that may be available for discussions via video-conferencing.
Museum exhibits: Community trips or special events at local museum exhibits are a way to spark discussion and engage individuals on a discussion about genomics. Check with your local museums to see if there are any relevant exhibits that could be used as a discussion starting point. 
Seminar series: A seminar series is a series of talks by experts on various genomics issues. Following each talk, a question and answer session or discussion session facilitated by the expert could provide an opportunity to engage community members in an ongoing dialogue. Consult the list of tips for finding a resource person for ideas on how to find local experts as well as the list of NHGRI experts that may be available via video-conferencing
Genetics fair: A genetics fair is a way to bring local experts and organizations together in a way that allows people to gather information on topics of interest and participate in various events. The fair may include information booths, discussions, speakers, or other events. The fair can be general or have a theme such as Genomics and Health, Careers in Genomics or Current Genomics Research. Consult the list of tips for finding a resource person for ideas on how to find people and organizations that may wish to participate. Also consult the list of NHGRI experts that may be available via video-conferencing. 
