NHGRI Expert List
The following individuals may be available to give presentations via videoconferencing to community organizations, libraries, museums, or other groups that are interested in holding events related to genomics and associated issues. 
1. Les Biesecker, M.D., Senior Investigator and Chief, Genetic Disease Research Branch

    Email: leslie.biesecker2@nih.gov
    Phone: (301)-402-2041
Dr. Biesecker is involved in research that focuses on the clinical and molecular delineation of human malformation syndromes. Currently, his laboratory is working on two classes of disorders: classic multiple congenital anomaly syndromes and segmental overgrowth disorders. The goals of his research program are to improve the medical care of patients affected by these disorders, provide generalized knowledge about the broad field of birth defects, and better understand basic mechanisms of normal and abnormal human development.

2. Vence L. Bonham, J.D., Senior Advisor to the Director on Societal Implications of Genomics and Chief of the  

    Education and Community Involvement Branch

    Email: valerie.hurt@nih.gov    
    Phone: (301)-594-3973
Mr. Bonham is a health care policy researcher whose work examines the intersection of public policy and genetics and the numerous questions that this prompts. Among the questions of interest to Mr. Bonham are the impacts of genetic discovery on the use of the constructs of race and ethnicity, health disparities, genetic discrimination, and medical decision making and subsequent considerations for public policy development. His research is conducted within the Public Health Genomics Section led by Dr. Colleen McBride. Mr. Bonham's primary research goal is to improve our understanding and use of genomics in communities, particularly in communities of color, and determine how genetic research will affect people in such communities As chief of the Education and Community Involvement Branch, he is responsible for leading public education initiatives and structuring how the NHGRI reaches out and engages various types of communities, such as those who are underserved in biomedical research participation. For example, ECIB staff members coordinate the annual DNA Day Ambassador Program, during which NHGRI scientists travel to high schools throughout the country to expand students' knowledge of genomic science. They also coordinate courses that bring diverse communities to the NIH campus to learn about current issues in genomics and to gain information about the genetics of rare diseases. One such program is the annual Current Topics in Genomics Research Short Course, in which college faculty and students from historically minority-serving institutions have the opportunity to learn about the latest advances in genomic research directly from NHGRI faculty.

3. Larry Brody, Chief & Senior Investigator of Genome Technology Branch
    Email: lawrence.brody2@nih.gov
    Phone: (301)-496-7824

Dr. Brody investigates the genetics of breast cancer and neural tube defects. As head of GTB’s Molecular Pathogenesis section, he is interested in studying genetic mutations that lead to perturbations in normal metabolic pathways and cause disorders such as cancer and birth defects. His laboratory investigates mutations in two known breast cancer-linked genes, breast cancer gene 1 (BRCA1) and breast cancer gene 2 (BRCA2), and their roles in inherited breast and ovarian cancer susceptibility. Dr. Brody’s group also is investigating how normal BRCA genes help maintain healthy cells. Dr. Brody’s other major area of investigation is the genetics of neural tube defects (NTDs), one of the most common birth defects in the United States. Spina bifida, the most common NTD, results in the exposure of the spinal cord through an opening in the vertebrae. It often is corrected by major surgery, but it still can lead to life-long medical complications, including paralysis. A better understanding of the root causes of NTDs, therefore, is needed. Dr. Brody’s laboratory is collaborating with researchers at Trinity College in Dublin, Ireland- a country with an historically high rate of NTDs- and at the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development at NIH to identify genes controlling NTD risk in a large series of affected Irish families. 

4. Francis S. Collins, M.D. Ph.D., Senior Investigator of Division of Intramural Research and the National Human Genome Research Institue (NHGRI) and Director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH)
    Email: francis.collins@nih.gov
    Phone: (301)-496-0844
Dr. Collins is the director of the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) at the National Institutes of Health (NIH). He led the successful effort to complete Human Genome Project (HGP), a complex multidisciplinary scientific enterprise directed at mapping and sequencing all of the human DNA, and determining aspects of its function. A working draft of the human genome sequence was announced in June of 2000, an initial analysis was published in February of 2001, and a high-quality, reference sequence was completed in April 2003. From the outset, the project ran ahead of schedule and under budget, and all the data is now available to the scientific community without restrictions on access or use. Dr. Collins received a B.S. from the University of Virginia, a Ph.D. in Physical Chemistry from Yale University, and an M.D. from the University of North Carolina. Following a fellowship in Human Genetics at Yale, he joined the faculty at the University of Michigan, where he remained until moving to NIH in 1993. His research has led to the identification of genes responsible for cystic fibrosis, neurofibromatosis, Huntington's disease and Hutchison-Gilford progeria syndrome. He is a member of the Institute of Medicine and the National Academy of Sciences.

5. Carla Easter, Ph.D., Education Specialist, Education and Community Involvement Branch of the National Human Genome Research Institue (NHGRI)
    Email: carla.easter@nih.gov
    Phone: (301)-594-1364

Dr. Easter is the Education Specialist with the Education and Community Involvement Branch of the National Human Genome Research Institute. From 2003-2006, she was Director of Outreach for Washington University School of Medicine’s Genome Sequencing Center (St. Louis, MO). As Director, she was responsible for the initiation of partnerships with formal and informal educational institutions, the development of genetics/genomics educational materials, and the dissemination of these educational materials locally and nationally. Before assuming her role as Outreach Director, Dr. Easter was a Research Associate in the Department of Education at Washington University (2001-2003) exploring the notions of science among secondary students, educators, and administrators. She served as Project Associate for the Quality Education for Minorities Network and the Pre-College Coordinator for the NASA Summer High School Apprenticeship Research Plus (SHARP) Program in Washington D.C; and she conducted post doctoral research on the virulence factors associated with Streptococcus pyogenes in the Department of Molecular Microbiology at Washington University School of Medicine (1997- 2000). Dr. Easter earned her B.S. degree in Microbiology from the University of California, Los Angeles (1990) and her Ph.D. in Biology with an emphasis on Molecular Genetics from the University of California, San Diego (1997).

6. Milton English, Ph.D.,  Research Associate of the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) 
    Email: me124s@nih.gov
    Phone: (301)-451-9846

Dr. English is a Senior Research Fellow at the Intramural Research Program in the Genetics and Molecular Biology Branch. He joined the NHGRI in November 2001 after completing his graduate work in Dr. Jonathan Licht’s Lab at Mount Sinai Medical Center in New York. There, he worked on characterizing two tumor-derived mutations of the WT1 gene mutated in Wilms’ Tumor, a pediatric tumor of the kidneys. His worked showed that the trans-activation and NOT the repression function of WT1 is correlated with the disease progression. Currently, Dr. English work involved the use of zebrafish as a model system to study hematopoiesis and leukemogenesis. A large-scale mutagenesis screen has identified several lines of fish with a bloodless phenotype. His current work is focused on identifying the disease genes in these fish to further investigate their involvement in blood development and leukemogenesis. Dr. English is a recipient of the (2003) UNCF/Merck post-doctoral fellowship award and a recipient of Acres of Diamonds Awards in the 2004 Minority Trainee Research Forum.

7. Greg Feero, M.D., Ph.D., Special Advisor to the Director for Genomic Medicine
    Email: feerow@mail.nih.gov
    Phone: (301)-496-0844
W. Gregory Feero, M.D., Ph.D., has joined the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) as the Senior Advisor to the Director for Genomic Medicine. In this position, he plays a key role in guiding the institute as it works to convert the discoveries of genomic research into advances in clinical medicine. Dr. Feero arrives at NHGRI with a unique set of qualifications to face his new challenges. He holds a Ph.D. in human genetics from the Graduate School of Public Health at the University of Pittsburgh, as well as a medical degree from the same university. Moreover, for the past five years he was a member of the clinical faculty at the Maine-Dartmouth Family Practice Residency Program in Fairfield, Maine, where he provided the full spectrum of family practice care to patients in a rural setting. That practical experience has given Dr. Feero a broad view of the challenges health care providers face as they integrate the results of genome research into their practices. Among Dr. Feero's interests is making the Surgeon General's family history tool even more useful to health care providers by developing tools to analyze family history information, and give guidance to providers when creating a prevention or treatment plan to keep the patient healthy. Dr. Feero is also working to connect the information gathered by the Surgeon General's family history tool to electronic medical records that are now widely used in medical practices, health maintenance organizations and hospitals. To transform family history from a passive repository of information to an active health care tool for all Americans will require its integration into the information systems now used by doctors to care for their patients. To ensure that he stays closely connected to the needs of primary care patients and the challenges facing physicians in today's health care system, Dr. Feero will continue to practice medicine, and educate family medicine physicians in training, one day a week as a family physician at the Harpers Ferry Family Medicine Center of West Virginia University's Robert C. Byrd Health Science Center in Harpers Ferry, W.V.
8. Phyllis Frosst, Ph.D.,  Head of Policy and Program 
    Email:  frosstp@mail.nih.gov
    Phone: (301)-402-0955
Dr. Frosst’s work focuses on issues such as genetic discrimination, the direct-to-consumer marketing of genetic tests, non-medical applications of genetics and genomics, and pharmacogenomics. Dr. Frosst serves on many science and policy committees throughout the NIH and the Department of Health and Human Services. She also functions as a "scientific translator," providing information about the Institute's many scientific endeavors for a variety of audiences, as well as responding to congressional inquiries and reporting requests. Dr. Frosst obtained B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees with honors from McGill University in Montreal, Canada and received a Ph.D. in Cell and Molecular Structure and Chemistry from the Scripps Research Institute in La Jolla California. She conducted research for as a postdoctoral fellow working on Adenoviral gene therapy for diseases of the retina. During this time she served as the president of the Scripps Research Institute Society of Fellows.

9. Eric D. Green, M.D. Ph.D., Director of National Human Genome Research Institute and Acting Scientific Director of Division of Intramural Research at the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI) and Senior Investigator of Genome Technology Branch    
    Email: egreen@mail.nih.gov
    Phone: (301)-402-2023

Born and raised in St. Louis, Missouri, Dr. Green received his B.S. degree in Bacteriology from the University of Wisconsin-Madison in 1981, and his M.D. and Ph.D. degrees from Washington University in 1987. During residency training in clinical pathology (laboratory medicine), he worked in the laboratory of Dr. Maynard Olson, and began his genomics research program there. In 1992, he became an assistant professor of pathology and genetics as well as a co-investigator in the Human Genome Center at Washington University. In 1994, he joined the newly established Intramural Program of the National Center for Human Genome Research at the NIH, later renamed the National Human Genome Research Institute. Dr. Green’s research focuses on three major areas: (1) sequencing and comparing targeted stretches of DNA from a wide variety of species en route to unraveling the complexities of genome function, (2) developing innovative research tools and technologies for performing genome analysis, and (3) identifying and characterizing genes associated with human disease. In his multiple roles as Scientific Director of NHGRI, Chief of the Genome Technology Branch, and Director of the NIH Intramural Sequencing Center (NISC) [nisc.nih.gov], he has fundamental interests in mapping, sequencing, and interpreting vertebrate genomes.

10. Alan Guttmacher, M.D., Director of the National Institute of Child Health and Human Development 
      Email: alan.guttmacher@nih.gov
      Phone: (301)-496-0844

Dr. Guttmacher helps to oversee the Institute’s efforts in advancing genome research, integrating the benefits of genome research into health care, and exploring the ethical, legal, and social implications of human genomics. Dr. Guttmacher also serves as the Director of the Office of Policy, Communications, and Education at the NHGRI. In that role, he directs the institute’s health affairs, public policy, communications, community outreach, and public education functions. Dr. Guttmacher came to the NIH in 1999 from the University of Vermont, where he directed the Vermont Regional Genetics Center and Pregnancy Risk Information Service, the Vermont Cancer Center’s Familial Cancer Program, the Vermont Newborn Screening Program, Vermont’s only pediatric intensive care unit, and an NIH-supported initiative that was the nation’s first statewide effort to involve the general public in discussion of the Human Genome Project’s ethical, legal, and social implications. He also had a busy practice in clinical genetics, conducted research, and taught. A graduate of Harvard College and Harvard Medical School, Dr. Guttmacher completed a residency in Pediatrics and a fellowship in Medical Genetics at Children’s Hospital of Boston and Harvard.

11. Sarah Harding, M.P.H.,  Program Specialist of Education and Community Involvement Branch at the National Human Genome Research Institute (NHGRI)
      Email: sarah.harding@nih.gov
      Phone: (301)-594-5957
Ms. Harding joined the NHGRI in 2004 after receiving her Master’s in Public Health in Public Health Genetics from the University of Washington. Her research involved studying population genetic databases, or gene banks, with a specific interest in the ethical, legal, and social implications of these databases while they were under development. In addition, during her training in Seattle, she worked on The Living Room Forums, a project that engaged people in discussions about genetics and how genetic information might affect their lives. She currently works as the Community Outreach Analyst in the Education and Community Involvement Branch at the National Human Genome Research Institute. Her work involves engaging the public in activities and programs designed to educate them about genetics. This includes engaging students and teachers in discussions about opportunities in genetics and in thinking about the impact of genetics on society. Generally, the goal of the Education and Community Involvement Branch is to develop education and community involvement programs to engage a broad range of the public in understanding genomics and accompanying ethical, legal, and social issues. Education programs include those to inform the public of the latest advances in genomics, as well as to support the dissemination of information to teachers, students, and consumers.

12. Jean Jenkins, Ph.D., R.N., F.A.A.N., Senior Clinical Advisor to the Director

      Email: jean.jenkins@nih.gov
      Phone: (301)-496-4601
Dr. Jenkins received her B.S.N from the University of Maryland MSN at the Catholic University of America, and a Ph.D. in 1999, completing Innovation of Diffusion Research on Genetics Education for Nurses. Dr. Jenkins has assumed key leadership positions at NIH including nurse educator, developing a cancer nurse training program; research nurse, monitoring clinical studies; Chief of the Oncology Nursing Service; and Acting Deputy of the National Human Genome Research Institute Medical Genetics Branch. It was during a clinical internship as part of doctoral studies at George Mason University, Virginia, that she recognized the importance of advances in genetics research for all health care providers. She has been motivated and committed to the preparation of others to become aware, plan for, and integrate genetic concepts into their practice.

13. Rebecca Kolberg, B.A. M.S., Team Lead of Director’s Presentations at the Communications and Public Liaison Branch

      Email: rebecca.kolberg@nih.gov
      Phone: (301)-594-2134

Ms. Kolberg joined NHGRI in September 2002 after five years as editorial producer of HealthWeek, a national television program on PBS. She earned her M.S. in Journalism from Columbia University in 1981 and a B.A. in journalism/anthropology from Northwestern University in 1980. Ms. Kolberg's academic and on-the-job learning experiences range from studying the dynamics of newsgathering in Papua New Guinea to conducting post-game interviews with NFL players in Baltimore. For most of her career, Ms. Kolberg has specialized in science and health communications. As a science writer for United Press International in Washington, her beats included the National Institutes of Health, the National Academy of Sciences, the Food and Drug Adminstration and Congressional science committees. She covered development of the first drugs to fight the AIDS virus, the "cold fusion" controversy, the repair of the Hubble Space Telescope and early tests of human gene therapy. In the 1990s, she shifted gears and entered the world of television and on-line journalism. Prior to joining HealthWeek, she worked for Medical News Network, an interactive TV program for doctors; and for Time-Life Medical's online patient education venture with IBM. Ms. Kolberg also has served as managing editor of a newsletter for NIH scientists and contributed articles to a wide variety of publications, including Science, World Book and Encyclopedia Britannica. As Deputy Chief of the Communications and Public Liaison Branch, she helps to develop and implement NHGRI's communications strategy. Her responsibilities include the writing, editing, clearance and distribution of news releases about NHGRI research and programs. Among the branch's recent achievements were a national media campaign to launch the U.S. Surgeon General's Family History Initiative and the celebration of DNA Day 2005 with two Web broadcasts and a live, online chat.

14. Dale Lea MPH, RN, CGC, FAAN, Health Educator at the National Human Genome Research Institute
      Email: lead@mail.nih.gov
      Phone: (301)-594-0195

Ms. Lea is a Board Certified genetic counselor with more than 20 years experience in clinical and educational genetics. She is currently the Health Educator with the Education and Community Involvement Branch, National Human Genome Research Institute. As Health Educator, Ms. Lea develops consumer genetics health education and community involvement programs and resources; translates genetic and genomic research results into terms understandable by lay audiences; collects and assimilates data for Institute reports; and provides administrative support for public education and community involvement programs. Ms. Lea received her BSN from Westbrook College, Portland, Maine, and her Masters in Public Health with a focus in health education and health promotion from Loma Linda University, Loma Linda California. She is a member and past President, past Chair of the Education, Bylaws, Social Policy and Annual Education Committees of the International Society of Nurses in Genetics (ISONG). She is the Co- Chair of the Ethics and Public Policy Committee. She is also a member of the National Society of Genetic Counselors, and the Oncology Nursing Society. She received the New England Regional Genetics, Leadership Award for Genetic Counseling in 1997, and the ISONG Founders Award in 1999 in recognition of outstanding nursing and patient education in genetics. In 2001, Ms. Lea was inducted as a new Fellow in the American Academy of Nursing, and serves on their Expert Panel on Genetics.

15. Laura Lyman Rodriguez, Ph.D.,  Acting Director of Office of Policy, Communications and Education and Senior Advisor to the Director for Research Policy of Office of the Director
      Email: rodrigla@mail.nih.gov
      Phone: (301)-496-0844

Prior to joining NHGRI, Dr. Rodriguez was a Senior Program Officer for the Board on Health Sciences Policy at the Institute of Medicine (IOM), where she directed the work of a committee examining the federal system for protecting human research subjects that resulted in two reports: Preserving Public Trust: Accreditation and Human Research Participant Protection Programs, and Responsible Research: A Systems Approach to Protecting Research Participants. Her prior experience includes time in the Office of Public Affairs at the Federation of American Societies for Experimental Biology, and a year on Capitol Hill with Representative Vernon J. Ehlers (MI) as an AAAS Congressional Science Fellow. Dr. Rodriguez received her bachelor’s degree with honors in biology from Washington and Lee University in Virginia, and she did her doctoral work in cell biology at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas.

16. Colleen McBride, Ph.D., Chief and Senior Investigator of Social and Behavioral Research Branch and Head of Public Health Genomics Section
      Email: cmcbride@mail.nih.gov
      Phone: (301)-594-6788

Dr. McBride’s research focuses on developing innovative public health interventions to promote risk reducing behaviors. Building on her behavioral epidemiology and genetics experience, she is investigating how genetic information can best be used to motivate people to behave in more healthful ways. Genetic testing is likely to become a leading medical tool for educating patients about their health risks and inspiring them to take preventive steps, although there are many obstacles to overcome before that can occur. Having the testing technology does not necessarily translate into better health behaviors. As chief of the Social and Behavioral Research Branch (SBRB), which was established in 2003, Dr. McBride currently is articulating research priorities for the branch to help guide the use of genetics/genomics to improve the health and well-being of the population. Initially, the SBRB is focusing on smaller studies that address the basic science of risk communication, best practices for genetic counseling and education, clinical integration of genetics, techniques for involving communities in dissemination of genetic discoveries, and related bioethical and social policy issues.

17. Jean McEwen, J.D., Ph.D. Program Director of Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications Research Program at the National Human Genome Research Institute
      Email: jean.mcewen@nih.gov
      Phone: (301)-402-4997

Dr. McEwen received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Philosophy, magna cum laude, in 1977 from the University of Minnesota in Minneapolis, Minnesota; a Juris Doctorate in 1982 from Northwestern University School of Law in Chicago, Illinois; and a Doctor of Philosophy  in Social Policy in 1996 from the Florence Heller Graduate School of Brandeis University in Waltham, Massachusetts.  She practiced law with the Chicago law firm of Schiff Hardin and Waite from 1982 to 1984 and served as a law clerk to the Honorable William T. Hart of the United States District Court for the Northern District of Illinois from 1986 to 1988.  In 1988, Dr. McEwen joined the faculty of Boston College Law School, where she taught until 1999.  Between 1986 and 1998, she also served as an adjunct or visiting lecturer at several universities and law schools, including Brandeis University, Loyola University of Chicago School of Law, and the New England School of Law.  She was a research attorney for the Family Law Advocacy Project of the Massachusetts Committee for Public Council Services in Boston from 1989 to 1991, and worked with the Eunice Kennedy Shriver Center’s Division of Social Sciences, Ethics and Law from 1991 to 1996.Between 1991 and 1996, while at the Shriver Center, Dr. McEwen served as investigator on several research grants from the U.S. Department of Energy’s Human Genome Program .  In 1999, she accepted a position as a Special Expert at the National Institutes of Health.  She is now a Program Director for the Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications Research Program at the National Human Genome Research Institute. Dr. McEwen has spoken and written extensively on the ethical, legal, and social implications of genetics, particularly in the areas of genetic privacy and discrimination, DNA banking, and forensic uses of genetic information.  She is a member of the bar of both Illinois and Massachusetts, and has been actively involved in a number of legal and bioethics organizations, including: the American Society of Law, Medicine, and Ethics; the Law and Society Association; the American Society for Bioethics and the Humanities; the American Public Health Association; and the Section on Individual Rights and Responsibilities of the American Bar Association.

18. Vivian Ota Wang, Ph.D., Program Director at the National Human Genome Research Institute
      Email: vivian.otawang@nih.gov
      Phone: (301)-435-3718

Prior to joining NIH, Dr. Ota Wang held tenure-track faculty positions at Rutgers, Arizona State, and Vanderbilt universities where she maintained a research program focused on racial identity, racial-cultural and genomics issues related to education, program development and evaluation, and research design and methods. Her work has been published in genetics, counseling, and psychology venues. She has been on the editorial boards of the Journal of Genetic Counseling and the Journal of Multicultural Counseling and Development. Dr. Ota Wang has served many NIH committees including the: Cancer Genetics Network Behavioral Sciences Research Advisory Board (National Cancer Institute-NIH); Ethical, Legal, and Social Issues (ELSI) Research Advisory Group and the International Haplotype Map Project Steering Committee and ELSI Group (National Human Genome Research Institute-NIH); and the National Diversity Advisory Group of the Pharmacogenetics and Genetic Variation Initiative (National Institute of General Medical Sciences-NIH) and the Minority Women’s Health Panel of Experts (Office on Women’s Health-NIH) where she was Chair of the Policy Implementation Subcommittee.
19. Elizabeth Thomson R.N., M.S., D.N.Sc., C.G.C., F.A.A.N.,  Program Director of Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications Research
      Email: thomsone@mail.nih.gov
      Phone: (301)-402-4997

In 1993, Dr. Thomson accepted a position at the National Institutes of Health where she currently serves as Program Director, Ethical, Legal, and Social Implications Research of the National Human Genome Research Institute. In 1998, she served as a consultant to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention assisting them in establishing their Office of Genetics and Public Health. In 1999, she served as a consultant to the National Cancer Institute in the formation of their nationwide Cancer Genetics Network. Dr. Thomson has been actively involved in a number of both genetics and nursing organizations, including the American Academy of Nursing, the American Society of Human Genetics, and the American College of Medical Genetics. In 1984, she co-founded the Genetics Nurse Network, which in 1989 became the International Society of Nurses in Genetics. In addition to publishing a number of papers regarding genetics; the Human Genome Project; genetic counseling; nursing roles in genetics; ethical, legal, and social issues related to genetics research; and the clinical integration of genetic technologies; she has given numerous presentations about these topics at local, regional and national conferences. Dr. Thomson co-edited a book, "Women and Prenatal Testing: Facing the Challenges of Genetic Technology," which was published by Ohio State Press (1994) and co-authored several papers published in JAMA (1995, 1997, 1997, 1998) regarding informed consent for genetics research using stored tissues, follow up recommendations for those found to have inherited breast, ovarian, and colon cancer risks, and genetic testing for hereditary hemochromatosis. She also co-edited a book (Oxford University Press, 2000), titled Genetics and Public Health.

